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Opiods: Combating Addiction with Chemistry 

The Chemistry Club at Salve Regina is hosting an ACS Program in a 

Box Event on Feb 27 on the topic of Opiods.  Below is an introduction 

provided by the ACS PIB Program: 

These days it is difficult to escape the tragic news of yet another story re-

ferring to the growing opioid epidemic. In the United States, overdose 

deaths from opioids have nearly tripled in the last 15 years. In 2016 alone 

they have claimed more than 30,000 lives. 

Join us for a special broadcast as we explain what makes these compounds 

so addictive, the treatments and medications that are being used to help 

those who suffer, and profile the work that chemists are doing to make pre-

scription pain killers safer and harder to abuse. Interact with our expert 

panel of medical experts, and chemists to discover why this problem has 

become so widespread and how the power of chemistry can be used to fight 

the rising tide of addiction. 

 

Looking ahead: 2018 Poster Session and Awards Night, Thursday, April 19, 2018, at Providence College  

 

The 2018 Benjamin Peterson Award for Excel-

lence in Teaching Secondary School Chemistry 

Presented by the Rhode Island Section of the American Chem-

ical Society 

Each year, the Rhode Island Section of the American Chemical 

Society offers an award to a chemistry teacher at any public or 

private school in Rhode Island in recognition of outstanding 

teaching at the Secondary Level.  Through dedication, innova-

tion and leadership, this person has inspired future chemists, 

provided leadership to colleagues, and communicated chemis-

try to students and the public. 

It is our privilege to name this annual award for one of our 

members who has been a leader in chemistry education in 

Rhode Island.  Ben Peterson passed away at the age of 90 and 

was a living example of what a true scholar does – constantly 

re-inventing himself and reaching out to the scientific commu-

nity.  He mentored many of us during his lifetime and left a 

considerable legacy of excellence in chemistry education that 

continues. 

The criteria for excellence include:  the effectiveness with 

which the teacher   

facilitates the understanding of chemistry concepts, the inno-

vative techniques used to help students, and his/her interaction 

with students, both academic and extra-curricular. 

The selected teacher will be officially honored at the May An-

nual Meeting held by RIACS.  The presentation will include a 

framed certificate and a cash prize. 

A nomination form to be completed is included with this de-

scription.   The application must include a letter of recommen-

dation.  A brief resume for the nominee should be attached.  It 

is also beneficial to attach additional letters of recommenda-

tion or other helpful materials.  Previous recipients of an 

RIACS award for Teaching Excellence are not eligible.  It is 

preferred that you return items by email.   Contact Kathy if you 

have further questions. 

All materials must be returned by April 12, 2018 to Kathleen 

Siok. 

Kathleen Siok (kathys5@cox.net)  

86 Spring Road 

North Kingstown, RI  02852 

401-885-1608 

 

http://faculty.ric.edu/organic/fission/2018-Chemistry-Teacher-of-the-Year-Nomination-Form.doc
mailto:kathys5@cox.net


 
 

 

Science Fair Judges needed 

The Rhode Island Science and Engineering Fair will be held 

on March 17-18 at CCRI.  Please follow this link for more in-

formation and to sign up as a judge. 

 

 

 

Rhode Island Section Officers for 2018 
 

Susan Meschwitz, Chair 

12 Finch Lane, Saunderstown, RI 02874 

(401)295-1611 

smmeschwitz@cox.net  

 

Clifford Murphy, Chair-elect 

Roger Williams University 

(401)254-5657 

cbmurphy@rwu.edu  

 

Kathleen Siok, Secretary 

86 Spring Rd, North Kingstown, RI 02852-1650 

(401)885-1608 

kathys5@cox.net 

 

Glenn Thompson, Treasurer 

33 Lawton Foster Rd S, Hopkinton, RI 02833 

(401) 212-6234 

gthompso2@juno.com 

 

Peter Bonk, Councilor  

27 Saratoga Avenue, Westerly, RI 02891, 

(401)  823-2025 

peterjbonk@gmail.com  

 

Louis Kirschenbaum, Alternate Councilor  

University of Rhode Island 

(401) 874-2340 

kirschenbaum@chm.uri.edu  

 

Editor, Fission Product 

James G. Magyar   

Physical Science Department, Rhode Island College  

Providence, RI 02908-1991 

401-456-9697, FAX 456-8396, jmagyar@ric.edu  

 

Members-at-Large of the Executive Committee  

 

Paul Czech   

   

(401) 865-2476 pczech@providence.edu 

 

Elaine S. Magyar  

  (401) 456-9747 emagyar@ric.edu 

 

Herb Katz  

  (401) 942-4832 

 

Paul Williard 

  (401) 863-3589 Paul_Williard@Brown.edu 

 

Michael Gray 

  mgpssusa1@aol.com  

 

Mark Zell,  

  (734) 424-9727 zellm_98@yahoo.com 
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